
Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

On the Lighter Side 

Grin & Bear It: 1) The sole purpose of a child's middle 
name is so he can tell when he's really in trouble. 2) I 
didn't say it was your fault, I said I was blaming you. 3) 
The shinbone is a device for finding furniture in a dark 
room. 4)You know you are texting too much when….you 
try to text, but you're on a land line.  

Please Pray For … 

Barb Niermann, Mary Ann Fahey, Jim Davison,  
Nursing Home Residents, Homebound Parishioners 

Names remains for 4 weeks. Call the rectory.  

Thought For The Week 

God doesn't call us to be successful – only faithful! 

1st Reading: Proverbs  

31:10 - 13, 19 - 20, 30 - 31 
A worthy wife has value far beyond pearls. She deserves 
payment for her labor and praise for her work: “Let her 
works praise her at the city gates.” 

2nd Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:1 - 6 
According to Paul, Christians are children of light. They 
belong not to dark nor to night but, rather, to day and light. 
They should be awake, sober, and alert. 

Gospel: Matthew 25:14 - 30 
Jesus told the parable about a man who went on a jour-
ney and gave his servants money. On his return, he said 
to the one who made the greatest profit, “Well done...I will 
give you great responsibilities.” 

Readings 

From the Desk of Fr. Dennis      
     On this thirty-third Sunday we are asked, how are we 
using what has been entrusted to us? Jesus tells us the 
parable of the talents. Two of the servants use their tal-
ents to make more; the third buries his in the ground. Are 
we using our talents as well as we could? Does our 
spouse or close family members consider us trustworthy 
and praiseworthy? How about our employer? How about 
God? Let us consider how we are using our God-given 
talents and how we could use them more beneficially. Let 
us also consider how we can become more trustworthy 
and praiseworthy in the eyes of those whose perspective 
we value. 
   Next Sunday at the 10 a.m. Mass we will have WEL-
COME SUNDAY. This will be another opportunity to wel-
come new families, newly baptized, and recently married 
couples. We are so happy they are a part of our Parish 
Family. 
   Mark your calendar for the Community Thanksgiving 
Service here at St. John's on Sunday evening Nov. 22nd at 
7 p.m. Also our Parish Thanksgiving Mass will be on 
Wednesday evening, Nov. 25th at 6:30 p.m. Remember 
you need to call and make a reservation. 
   Have a blest week! Remember, don't worry so much, 
and know that you are loved!  ~  Fr. Dennis 

Mass Intentions 

Thurs., Nov. 19th, 6:30 p.m.: Harvey Hoffmann, by Dave  
     & Bridgie Young; Austin Wittenauer, by Gladys 
Fri., Nov. 20th, 8 a.m.: Leroy Wiegard, by Bernell; Carla  
     & Rita Poston, by Jim Poston 
Sat., Nov. 21st, 4 p.m.: Bernie Imming, by family; For the  
     Parish 
Sun., Nov. 22nd, 10 a.m.: Donald Mergelkamp, by  
     Marjorie Mergelkamp; Greg Reist, by family 

Mass Attendance 

Thurs., Nov. 5th, 25 people attended the 6:30 p.m. Mass 
Sat., Nov. 7th, 51 people attended the 4 p.m. Mass.  
Sun., Nov. 8th, 66 people attended the 10 a.m. Mass. 
We have plenty of room for you to attend! Please join us! 

Your Gifts to God & Parish 

Sunday……………………………...………………$3,615.00 
Loose………………………………..……..………….$302.00 
Total (Goal: $5,866.00)…………….....……...…..$3,917.00 
Adopt-a-Parish…………………………………………$25.00 
Capital Campaign……………………………………...$80.00 
School Support………………………………………...$50.00 
Thanksgiving…………………………………………...$80.00 
All Saints………………………………………………$110.00 
CCHD…………………………………………………...$10.00 

Happenings This Week 

Sun.: Children's Choir at 10 a.m. Mass 
Mon.: 7 p.m. Knights of Columbus mtg. in Church 
Tues.: Mass with the School children; 7 p.m. Parish  
     Council mtg. in Church 
Wed.: No PSR Classes -  resume December 2nd 
Thurs.: Mass at 6:30 p.m. - Come and join us! 
Sun.: Welcome Sunday at 10 a.m. Mass; Baptism after  
     Mass; Community Thanksgiving Service at 7 p.m. You  
     must call for a reservation! 

Schedule Change 

Since the school year started we have had Mass on 
Thursday evenings at 6:30 p.m. This has been the Mass 
we recorded for the weekend which has been on You-
Tube. This Thursday, the 19th, will be our last evening 
Mass of the week. Beginning the weekend after Thanks-
giving we will begin to live-stream our Saturday 4 p.m. 
Mass which will also be available to watch on YouTube at 
a later time. There will be some weekends when we will 
live-stream both Masses. Thank you for watching. Thanks 
also to Matt Cowell & Mark Cowell for making this all pos-
sible each week. 

In Remembrance 

Today we remember the deceased members of the 
Knights of Columbus: Adrian Aubuchon, Lilburn Barbeau, 
Larry Berg, Harvey "Bud" Cowell, Tim Crook, Welda DeR-
ousse, Richard Heizer, Richard Jones, Timothy Mattingly, 
Ray Ratz, Richard Steingrubey, Fr. Tom Stout, Austin 
Wittenauer, Clement Wittenauer. 

Parish Emails 

Parish emails will be sent from rhondaj@htc.net so if 
you’re not receiving emails, be sure to check junk folders 
or notify us of your current email. Thank you! 

Online Giving Updates 

     If you are signed up for online giving, please make 
sure your envelope number has been entered in your 
account. If you do not know what your envelope number 
is, call Rhonda at the rectory or email rhondaj@htc.net. 
     If you donate to SJB online, please note that they have 
updated their link: 
https://osvhub.com/sjbcatholicredbud/funds 
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Christmas Outreach 

This year will be like no other. The pandemic has defi-
nitely put a crimp in our annual Christmas Outreach. The 
need is still there and probably more so than ever. This 
year we're asking for monetary donations ONLY. We will 
start collecting as soon as possible and my committee will 
be buying the gifts, wrapping them and delivering them to 
the families touch-free. It appears that we will probably 
have about 16 children. Depending on what we collect we 
could possibly help more, but we're going to start with the 
16 first. I'm asking that you donate as much as you can. 
Checks should be made payable to “St. John’s Christmas 
Outreach” and put it in an envelope marked "Christmas 
Outreach" and drop it at the rectory or put it in the collec-
tion. We would like this money no later November 22. If 
you have any questions at all please contact Adele Cowell 
at 618-444-4246. Again and as usual I want to thank you 
for your generosity that you have shown in the past years. 

CCW Christmas Party!  

The ladies will gather at church to celebrate Christmas on 
Tuesday, December 1st at 7:00 p.m.  Come and join us for 
an evening of games, music, and Christmas cheer!  We 
are limited to 25 due to COVID restrictions so reservations 
are necessary.  Please Call Shirley at 282-6193 to make a 
reservation by November 14th.  We hope you can join us! 

12 Days of Christmas Raffle 

It’s time for SJB Church’s annual Christmas Raffle! Tick-
ets are $25 each or 5 for $100! Tickets are re-entered 
each time; you could win all twelve prizes! Prizes: Day 1: 
Lotto Ticket Board; Day 2: Hand-made Quilt (Queen); Day 
3: $25.00; Day 4: Lotto Ticket Board; Day 5: Hand-made 
Quilt (Queen); Day 6: $25.00; Day 7: Lotto Ticket Board;  
Day 8: Hand-made Quilt (Queen); Day 9: $25.00; Day 10: 
Lotto Ticket Board; Day 11: Hand-made Quilt (Queen); 
Day 12: $2,020.00. Prizes drawn the first 12 days of De-
cember. Tickets must be returned by November 29, 2020. 
Pick up tickets at the main entrance or contact the rectory. 

Confirmation Date 

We received word from the Office of Worship that our date 
for Confirmation this spring will be on Tuesday, April 20th 
at 7 p.m. Please mark your calendars. A reminder that the 
sponsor papers, the selection of a Saint name, etc. need 
to be turned in by Monday, November 23, 2020. 

‘Tis (Almost) the Season 

In two weeks we will begin a new Church year! We invite 
you to join us and fellow parishioners for the BEST AD-
VENT EVER, a free E-mail program from Dynamic Catho-
lic. Advent is a time to prepare our hearts for Christmas, 
but we often get distracted and busy. Don't let this Advent 
pass you by. Slow down and focus on what matters most. 
Each day you will receive an E-mail with short inspira-
tional videos, practical tips for your everyday life, and real 
life stories of hope. All you have to do is sign up at: 
BestAdventEver.com. Get ready for the best Christmas of 
your life! 

Community Thanksgiving Service 

St. John's will be hosting, along with St. Peter's UCC, the 
Community Thanksgiving Service at 7 p.m. next Sunday, 
Nov. 22 at 7 p.m. In order for you to come, you must 
call and make a reservation. Calls can be made start-
ing on Monday, Nov. 16th. Call 282-3222 extension 4 
and leave your name, number and the service you are 
planning to attend. Remember, we can only have 100 
people. The service, as you read in the paper will also 
be live streamed: the link is: https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UCaNKnmagngdtCFh07WAmyBg  

Confession/Reconciliation 

Starting next Saturday, the 21st, I will be available on Sat-
urday afternoon for Confessions from 3 – 3:30 p.m. in the 
priest sacristy. There will be the two last pews reserved on 
the right side of Church for you to use. When you come in 
to the sacristy, there will be hand sanitizer on the corner of 
the table, please use it and then close the door. You will 
see a glass type screen. I will be seated on the other side 
of it. There will be no kneeler or chair for you to use. You 
just walk up to the screen and stand there and I will begin 
by giving you a blessing. When you finish your confession, 
you can open the door and go back to your pew. Remem-
ber you must also wear your mask! 

St. Vincent de Paul 

St. Vincent de Paul needs YOUR HELP. There is a des-
perate need for gently-used coats and blue jeans – men’s, 
women’s and children’s (all sizes) and blankets. Also, 
SVDP’s Night-Time Drop-In Center has been operating at 
full capacity every night, housing homeless men, women 
and children. Items needed: (individually packaged) cook-
ies, fruit cups, tuna and chicken snack packs, chips, 
crackers, cheese sticks, yogurt, cereal, Pop Tarts,  break-
fast bars,  soup or pasta in a cup, bottled water; luncheon 
meat/cheese. Items can be dropped off at: SVDP Office,  
8800 W. Main St., Belleville (across from Blessed Sacra-
ment Church) M/T/Th/F, 9 a.m.-2:30 p.m. DO NOT BRING 
ITEMS TO SJB CHURCH. 

Gibault News 

     Enrollment News: Applications for 2021-2022 will be 
mailed on Nov. 16.   
     Update: Out of an abundance of caution, we are  
suspending the Placement Test that was scheduled for 
December 5.   
     Did you miss Open House but still want to see 
Gibault? Then schedule a tour with Director of Enroll-
ment, Kelly Day!  Our private tours include a sit-down 
overview of our unique schedule, service and faith forma-
tion, tuition, uniforms, and a tour of the campus. This is a 
great way to get answers to your questions, as well. The 
whole family is welcome on tours, and we would love to 
have you visit. Schedule a tour today!  
     For questions or information on all things Gibault, 
contact Kelly Day, Director of Enrollment at 
kday@gibaulthawks.com or 618-939-3883. 

Mattress Sale! 

Fundraiser to support SJB Athletic Dept. - if you need a 
new mattress, now is the time to buy! During the entire 
month of November, head to Red Bud Mattress, purchase 
a mattress and mention SJB Athletics so the department 
is credited. Pick up, delivery, layaway available. Cash, 
check or credit cards accepted. New mattresses in all 
sizes, luxury top, memory foams, latex & more; up to 70% 
off retail! 
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Vocations Corner 

“I was stationed overseas in the Navy when a chaplain 
asked me ‘Have you ever considered becoming a priest?’ 
My first response was, ‘Father, did you not just hear my 
confessions?  I’m not cut out to be a priest.’  Later, I real-
ized that God does not call those who are worthy; he 
makes worthy those who are called.  I was able to re-
spond to the call with help from a Knights of Columbus 
seminarian scholarship for prospective military chaplains.  
When sailor and Marines see a Navy chaplain, with the 
cross on his uniform, they become aware of the presence 
of Christ.  Fewer than 200 priests now serve the 1.8 mil-
lion Catholics in the U.S. armed services. God is calling 
men to the priesthood and military chaplaincy.  Like my 
confessor, we can all help plant the seed simply by asking 
the question.” Fr. Mark Bristol, USN; Archdiocese for the Military 

Services; Columbia Magazine, May 2020. 

Live-Stream Mass 

Live-stream Mass link: https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCaNKnmagngdtCFh07WAmyBg It will take you to the 
YouTube page; click on the live video stream. Beginning 
the weekend after Thanksgiving. 

Decorate a Church  

Lamp Post at Christmas! 

Any SJB parishioner or organization is invited to decorate 
one lamp post for Christmas! There are ten available to 
decorate and you must enter your name and contact info 
with the rectory on or before Nov. 20th to be selected. A 
drawing will be held Nov. 23rd for the ten successful en-
tries. For all decorating guidelines and information, please 
pick up a flyer at the main entrance or see the info on our 
parish Facebook page. 

CCHD Collection 

     Forty million people in the United States live in poverty, 
including many in our diocese. The Catholic Campaign for 
Human Developement collection supports programs that 
empower people to identify and address the obstacles 
they face as they work to bring  positive change to their 
communities. 25% of the collection stays in our diocese to 
fund local antipoverty projects and poverty education pro-
grams in our schools and PSRs. The remaining amount 
goes to the national office to fund large grants throughout 
the nation. 
     This past year, over $135,000 in national funding was 
given to groups in our diocese. Groups receiving this fund-
ing included The Grace Movement, an economic develop-
ment initiative in the Carbondale region working to create 
a worker-owned childcare cooperative.  The Grace Move-
ment will provide good paying jobs and bring a much 
needed service to the region so that other parents can 
work.         
     You may give in person in the special CCHD envelope 
or you may give by debit or credit card at https://
stclarechurch.weshareonline.org/ws/opportunities/
CCHD.  All funds collected at this site are forwarded on to 
the diocesan collection. 

Holy Water 

Have you wanted Holy Water to bless yourself at home, 
as well as your house? In the basket by the table where 
our Book of Remembrance is, you can find some bottles 
of Holy Water. 
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