
 Sixteenth & Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Mass Intentions 

Tues., July 21st, 8 a.m.: Glenn Horrell, by Andrea Jenkins 
Wed., July 22nd, 8 a.m.: Welda DeRousse, by John & 
 Patty Horrell 
Fri., July 24th, 8 a.m.: Gladys Wittenauer-Thiele, by 
 Kathy Ratz 
Sat., July 25th, 4 p.m.: Bill Heidel, by Iona Heidel & family; 
 Living Members of St. Anne’s CCW 
Sun., July 26th, 10 a.m.: Larry Mehring, by Mary Lou 
 Mehring; For the Parish 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Tues., July 28th, 8 a.m.: Margaret Carr 
Wed., July 29th, 8 a.m.: Catherine Fahey 
Fri., July 31st, 8 a.m.: Gladys Carr 
Sat., Aug. 1st, 4 p.m.: Roger Koester, by Barb Koester; 
 For the Parish 
Sun., Aug. 2nd, 10 a.m.: Gladys Wittenauer-Thiele, by 
 Donna Trost; For the Parish 

Readings 

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time: July 19th, 2026 
1st Reading: Wisdom 12:13, 16-19 

Though powerful, the Lord judges with mercy and governs 
with care. God teaches people kindness, hope, and repent-
ance. 

2nd Reading: Romans 8:26-27 
Paul reminded the Romans that the Spirit helps God’s peo-
ple in their weakness and intercedes for them. 

Gospel: Matthew 13:24-43 
Jesus told the crowd the parable of the wheat and the 
weeds, the parable of the mustard seed, and the parable of 
the yeast. Through parables, he encouraged his disciples, 
assuring them that God’s saints would shine like the sun in 
the heavenly reign. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time: July 26th, 2026 
1st Reading: 1 Kings 3:5, 7-12 

God appeared to Solomon in a dream and offered him what-
ever he desired. The king requested wisdom to govern Isra-
el well. The Lord granted the request. 

2nd Reading: Romans 8:28-30 
All things work for good for people who love God. The Lord 
God knows, predestines, justifies, and glorifies people and 
calls them to share Christ’s love. 

Gospel: Matthew 13:44-52 
Jesus said that the reign of heaven is like a buried treasure 
and a fine pearl. Those who find it sell all they have to attain 
it. God is like a householder who brings forth good things, 
new and old. 

Liturgical Roles 

Saturday, July 25th, 4 p.m.: 
   Sacristan - K. Ratz 
   Lector - L. Walters 
   Gift Bearers - J. & S. Parrott 
   Ushers - B. Trost, P. Lindley 
   Eucharistic Ministers - M. Doiron, H. Siegfried, K. Fahey 
   Servers - A. & L. Rodenberg 
Sunday, July 26th, 10 a.m.: 
   Sacristan - D. Hollinshead 
   Lector - TBA by SJB Youth Group 
   Gift Bearers - TBA by SJB Youth Group 
   Ushers - W. Ruhmann, T. Beshoar 
   Eucharistic Ministers - L. Krebel, E. Ohlau, M. Scheffert 
   Servers - B. Walker, M. Schield 
Saturday, August 1st, 4 p.m.: 
   Sacristan - S. Bain 
   Lector - R. Heizer 
   Gift Bearers - D. Gross & Ushers 
   Ushers - C. Schaefer, G. Heizer 
   Eucharistic Ministers - B. Schrieber, J. Keith, Sr. E. Freund 
   Servers - D. Blacharczyk 
Sunday, August 2nd, 10 a.m.: 
   Sacristan - R. Juelfs 
   Lector - E. Brewer 
   Gift Bearers - C. Crain family 
   Ushers - P. & D. Kueker 
   Eucharistic Ministers - M. Poirrier, K. Chapman, C. Wilson 
   Servers - O. & T. Brewer 

Please Pray For … 
Justin R. Fausz, Robert E. Cowell, Andy Amann,  

Nursing Home Residents, Homebound Parishioners 
Names remain for 4 weeks.  

Kids in Church 
Jesus said, “Let the little children come”, and we  
couldn’t agree more. Bring your little blessings.  

We’re excited to meet them! 

83rd Annual Healing and Hope  
Novena to Our Lady of the Snows 

Annual Healing & Hope Novena to Our Lady of the Snows, 
Tuesday, July 28 through Wednesday, August 5, 7:00 p.m. 
nightly at Church of Our Lady of the Snows. Finding Healing 
and Hope through Our Lady’s Intercession. Join us in pray-
er for any or all of these nine evening Masses as we pray 
for our own needs and those of our world. For the schedule 
of themes and more information, visit snows.org/Novena 
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Auction & Chicken Dinner 
     St. Patrick’s, Tipton, invites you to their Auction & 
Chicken Plate Dinner on Sunday, August 2nd. Mass cele-
brated at 10 a.m.; dinner available 11 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 
Auction begins at 12 noon; quilts to sell around 2:30 p.m. 
Silent Auction, Country Store, & Quilt Raffle. Air-
conditioned hall; carry-outs available.  
     Large Rummage Sale & Bake Sale on Friday, July 
24th and Saturday, July 25th, 7 a.m.-12 noon in their 
Church Hall. Rummage Sale items are half-price on Auc-
tion Day. 

Mass & Meal at the Park 
     Our Annual Mass & Meal at the Park will be Saturday, 
August 22nd! Join us at Ratz Park for Mass at 4 p.m. with 
a Potluck Dinner to follow. Please bring your lawn chairs. 
      We will supply the fried chicken and drinks. Please 
find the letter your last name begins with and bring the 
following: A-G (Potato); H-K (Dessert); L-R (Salad); S-Z 
(Vegetable). Please do not bring any serving spoons, 
etc.; they will be furnished. Please bring your dish to the 
pavilion before Mass so we can get the tables arranged. 
Bring a cooler if your dish is in one. 
     Reservation forms we’re in the bulletin last week; cop-
ies are also available at the entrances. Please complete 
the bottom portion and return by August 10th. If you do 
not have a form, please notify the rectory with the follow-
ing information: Name, number of adults, number of kids 
age 10 and under. 

Knights of Columbus 
The Knights of Columbus is having their annual banquet, 
with Officer Installation and Awards, on July 26, 2026   
immediately following Mass. Brunch (biscuits and gravy, 
French toast, sausage, eggs, etc.) to be provided by the 
Council. Past and present Council members and their 
families are invited. Please RSVP to Mark Scheffert at 
618-830-1951 or markscheffert51185@gmail.com. 

Quilts for Fundraisers 
We still accept donations of quilts to be used at our various 
fundraisers through the year. There are two ways you can 
contribute: 1. Donate a handmade, queen-size quilt (not 
machine-laundered.) Donate the cash equivalent of $210 (or 
you may donate “1/2” or “1/3” and we will pair you with other 
donors.) Thank you for continued support! 

A Delayed Welcome 

 We knew for months 
 That our pastor was retiring, 
 We had questions and more questions 
 But with our questions, there was no answering. 
 

 Then out of the blue we 
 Heard who it was to be, 
 That just brought on more questions 
 So we just had to wait and see. 
 

 After all these many years 
 We were so set in our ways, 
 And, oh my, getting a Nigerian 
 Getting used to this would take many days. 
 

 But we had nothing to fear 
 And we had many clues, 
 For he surely just fit 
 Like a pair of old shoes. 
 

 But really Father Iuvenis 
 You learned to like us 
 We understood most of what you said 
 And that was a great plus. 
 

 Now we understand you quite well 
 But we still don't like you, 
 As a matter of fact if you knew the truth 
 With a show of hands you would see we  
  LOVE you. 
 

 The best news that we heard 
 Was that we had you for six years, 
 I don't know about you, Father Iuvenis 
 But some of us were shedding tears. 
 

 Seriously, Father Iuvenis, we THANK YOU 
 For your presence here you will see, 
 May God bless you with good health  
  and happiness 
 You will find there is no better place to be! 
 

 Love you, Father! 
       ~ Glenda Wiegard 

Grief Support 
First Monday of every month at 10:00 am. 
Join us for support group and learn how to cope with loss. 
For more information or register: 
 - Go to church web page at www.sjbcatholicredbud.com 
and select Grief Support Group under Parish 
Groups or use the QR Code provided. 
 - Call the Program Director at 618-977-2717.  
Program Director:  Maribeth Hollinshead 
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Your Gifts to God & Parish 

Sunday…...............................................................$2,217.00 
Loose……..…………………………………………….$575.51 
Total (Goal: $5,866.00)…………………………….$2,792.51 
Adopt-a-Parish…………………………………………..$20.00 
School Endowment.…………………………………….$20.00 

Happenings This Week 
Tues., July 21st: Mass at 8 a.m. at SJB 
Wed., July 22nd: Mass at 8 a.m. at SJB 
Thurs., July 23rd: Mass at 10 a.m. at St. Pat’s 
Fri., July 24th: Mass at 8 a.m. with Adoration till 9:30 a.m. 
 at SJB 
Sat., July 25th: Mass at 4 p.m. at SJB 
Sun., July 26th: Mass at 10 a.m. at SJB; Knights of 
 Columbus Brunch for past/current members  
 & their families 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Tues., July 28th: Mass at 8 a.m. at SJB 
Wed., July 29th: Mass at 8 a.m. at SJB 
Thurs., July 30th: Mass at 10 a.m. at St. Pat’s 
Fri., July 31st: Mass at 8 a.m. with Adoration till 9:30 a.m. 
 at SJB 
Sat., Aug. 1st: Mass at 4 p.m. at SJB 
Sun., Aug. 2nd: Mass at 10 a.m. at SJB 

Parish Picnic 
St. James, Millstadt, Parish Picnic on Saturday, August 1st, 
4-10 p.m. Mass at 3 p.m. Turnabouts takes the stage at  
7 p.m. Quilt & Cash Bingo, Kid’s Corner, Cornhole Tourna-
ment, Fried Chicken, BBQ, Ice Cream, and more! 

Happy Birthday! 
     Happy Birthday to the following members of our SJB 
family celebrating their birthday….. 
     July 20th-26th: Debbie Berg-Gash, Lydia Chambers, 
Olivia Chausse, Cecelia Cowell, Emelia Crain, Lee 
Demick, James Deterding, John Deterding, Ava Deterd-
ing, Janet Fults, Ed Grau, Jennifer Gregson, Kaitlyn 
Koch, Nora Koch, Peyton Kreher, Lauren Lanham, Jerina 
Leinicke, Robert McCarthy, Mark Pflueger, Carl Scheffert, 
Scott Schmidt, Kenneth Schmidt, Joseph Schmitt, Nolan 
Schneider, Will Shepherd, Terry Steibel, Linda Unver-
ferth, Amanda Wetzler, Marla Zielinski, Bob Zipfel 
     July 27th-31st: Kathy Barbeau, LeaAnn Becker, Car-
son Caito, Beverly Cowell, Porter Donjon, Austin Donjon, 
Lauren Goeddel, Iona Heidel, Nathan Hentis, Dawn Kief-
er, Donna Koch, Lucas Krupp, Brendan Kueker, Mike 
Liefer, Brett Maes, Matthew Middendorf, Chelsi Parsons, 
Jenna Schneider, Kiersten Wegener 

 ~ To update/add, email rhondaj@htc.net ~ 

Position Available 
     St. John the Baptist Catholic Church in Smithton, Illi-
nois, is seeking a qualified and mission-driven Part-Time 
Parish Business Manager (26–28 hours per week) to 
oversee the financial, administrative, facilities, and opera-
tional functions of the parish and school.   
     The Parish Business Manager works closely with the 
Pastor, School Principal, parish staff, and parish leader-
ship to ensure the effective stewardship of parish re-
sources and support the mission of the Church. 
     A practicing Catholic is preferred, with a thorough 
knowledge and understanding of Catholic teachings, 
practices, and organizational structure. The successful 
candidate will possess strong financial and organizational 
skills, excellent communication abilities, and the capacity 
to maintain confidentiality while serving in a collaborative 
leadership role. 
     To apply: Send cover letter and résumé to St. John 
the Baptist Catholic Church at   
malvarez@stjohnsschool.us or by mail at 109 Stroeger 
St, Smithton, IL 62285 - Attention: Mary Alvarez. Applica-
tion deadline: July 20, 2026. 

Thank You to Our Advertisers!   
July 19th, 2026 ~ E-Z Self Storage Rentals 

July 26th, 2026 ~ T&M Lawn Services ~ Kenny Harbaugh 

Thank You! 

A huge thank you to everyone who helped make our Quilt 
& Cash Bingo a success! These events require a lot of 
helping hands, and we know we can always count on 
you! We couldn't do it without you! 

United for Life 
United for Life will be Aug. 1st, 10-11 a.m. Please come 
support ALL life from conception to natural death. Partici-
pants will gather at the gazebo near the four-way stop, 
given a sign, and stand/sit as a witness in supporting all 
life. God bless all for gathering to protect His children! 

Thank You! 
I want to thank everyone that helped in the kitchen. We had 
a great crew. An extra thanks to Donna Scheffert for helping 
on Saturday. Hope to see you all next year. Thanks again ~ 
Carol Schaefer 
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St. John the Baptist Catholic School 
Employment Opportunities for  
Upcoming 26-27 School Year 

We are currently accepting applications for: 
     1 Middle School Homeroom Teacher; responsible for 
teaching math to grades 3-7, Religion for grades 4-7, Eng-
lish for grades 3-8, Reading for grade 8, as well as 4th or 
5th grade spelling. 
     You can obtain an application by stopping by the office 
or emailing rniemeier@sjbcatholicschoolredbud.org. Please 
submit your completed application and resume to: Rhonda 
Niemeier, Principal, at the school address or email address 
provided above. 

Fall Rummage Sale 
     SJB School’s Fall Rummage Sale is coming up in Au-
gust…..here’s everything you need to know! 
     Drop-off dates: Sat., Aug. 15th, 8 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sun., 
Aug. 16th, 8 a.m.-4 p.m.; Mon.-Thurs., Aug. 17-Aug. 20th,  
8 a.m.-8 p.m. Please no drop-offs between 2:30-3:30 on 
school days due to parent pick-up. We do not take sleeper 
couches, computers, monitors, TVs, used mattresses, non-
working or stained items, or items that smell of smoke. Con-
tact the school before dropping off large items: 282-3215. 
     Sale Dates: Fri., Aug. 21st, 3:30-9 p.m. (items priced; 
entrance numbers given out starting at 12 noon. One per-
son per number. After 6 p.m., no number required.) Sat., 
Aug. 22nd, 8 a.m.-8 p.m. ($5 bag). Sun., Aug. 23rd, 8 a.m.-
2 p.m. ($4 bag). Cash only or local checks with ID. No en-
trance fees. 
     No smoking, vaping, or pets in gym. Everything sold as 
is. Not responsible for accidents. 

Annual Picnic 
St. Joseph’s, Prairie du Rocher, Annual Picnic on Saturday, 
August 1st! Mass at 4 p.m. Chicken dinner from  
3-7:30 p.m.; indoor dining or carry-out; adults - $15; kids  
(6-12) - $7. Bingo from 5-11 p.m. with handmade quilt & 
cash prizes. Food stands, Hearts Stand, Basket Stand, 
Country Store & Crafts, Raffles, Bounce Houses, Snow 
Cones, Ted Drewes Ice Cream, Kids Games. 

Vocations 

July 19th, 2026  
“The countless gravestones at Normandy American Ceme-
tery in France stirred my heart.  These brave soldiers who 
sacrificed their lives challenged me: Would I be willing to lay 
down my life, as these men did, for the Lord and his peo-
ple? Long before this pivotal moment, the seeds of my vo-
cation had been planted by family role models. My grandfa-
ther served his family and parish sacrificially for many years 
after his WWII duty. Likewise, my father coached me in self-
discipline, and my dear mother raised me to serve others. It 
was at college that the Lord Jesus truly captured my heart. 
After graduation, I served as a missionary and met the 
Brotherhood of Hope. I admired the brothers and their work 
evangelizing students at secular universities, but I resisted 
the idea of celibacy and did not have the courage to explore 
a vocation with them until after my experience at Normandy 
Beach. My years with the Brothers of Hope have strength-
ened my conviction that Jesus Christ alone can satisfy our 
deepest desires.” ~ Brother Brandt Haglund; Brotherhood of 
Hope, Tallahassee, FL.; Columbia Magazine May 2022  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

July 26th, 2026 
“I’ll never forget the first time I saw a nun. I was 5 years old, 
and my family had gone to a convent for Mass. Seeing a 
woman in a habit, I asked, “Mama, why is she wearing 
those clothes?” Her reply captivated me: “She’s married to 
Jesus.” I thought, “I want to marry Jesus, too.” Christ was 
my first love, and I’ve never gotten over Him. Growing up in 
Catholic school, I struggled with academic and social pres-
sures like any girl, but the desire to radically serve Christ 
kept burning within me. The idea that he could be calling me 
to be his bride was exciting. Continuing to discern in col-
lege, I was open to marriage, but I felt that I had too much 
love to give to one family. I wanted to be a spiritual mother 
and adopt the world. My decision to follow Christ came in 
adoration. After an hour of silence, I heard him say, “Be cru-
cified with me.” I knew he was asking me to give my life to 
him completely. My greatest joy was returning to my first 
love.” ~ Sr. Mary Gianna Casino; Leaven of the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary, Hanceville, AL; Columbia Magazine Aug. 
2021 

Lunch, and Bingo & Card Party 
Lunch, Bingo & Card Party, Aug. 4th, St. Luke’s, Belleville. 
Doors open 10:30 a.m.; lunch served at noon; event ends at 
3 p.m. Cost: $12; no reservations required. BBQ pulled pork 
on bun, cole slaw, chips, cake, drinks. Please bring canned 
items for the Community Interfaith Food Pantry. 

Annual Picnic Appeal 
Thank you to those who have donated toward our Annual 
Picnic Appeal! To date, you have pledged $27,711.00! If 
you haven’t had a chance to donate, please consider donat-
ing to this fund and know we are grateful! No amount is too 
small! Thank you! 


